
FALL 2009 

��������	��
�����
�����
����
	
	�
��

Footsteps                                                                                                                                                                                       

         �ewsletter of the Mercy of God Community                                                                                                                              
      

BUSINESS NAME 

 Brothers Richard Robert 
Rivard of Massachusetts and 
Steven Michael Rabi of New 
Mexico advanced to the no-
vitiate in the Mercy of God 
Community during ceremo-
nies at Spring Retreat, June 
10-14.  
 The ceremony highlighted 
the 18th annual event, con-
ducted in the retreat center of 

Fall conference 
to focus on 
mercy topic 

the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of La Salette in Attle-
boro, MA. 
 Another highlight of the 
five-day meeting was the at-
tendance of Br. Stephen Ed-
ward Burke, the oldest mem-
ber of the community. Br. 
Stephen Edward, who has had 
numerous health problems in 
recent years, has been unable 

to be with community for 
some time. Everyone appre-
ciated the opportunity to 
visit with him. 
 Also attending were Mas-
sachusetts residents Dale and 
Elizabeth Van Meter. Dale, 
now an associate of the com-
munity, is a former member. 
Bill Ketcham aMGC and 
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  Appropriate for a 
Mercy of God Com-
munity retreat, this  
year’s Fall confer-
ence will focus on 
“mercy” as we come 
together to share and 
pray. 
  “It is hoped that 
as we experience 
and reflect upon 
mercy, all present 
will grow in our ca-
pacity to live mercy 

Br. Thomas Bonaventure (right, front) clothes Br. Richard Robert in the scapular marking advance-
ment to the novitiate during ceremonies at the community’s Spring retreat. In the back is Br. Todd 
Dunstan, who served as mentor for Br. Richard Robert during his candidacy. ����������	
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Brenda Eckels Burrows aMGC 
also were guests, along with Wil-
liam McDonald, an inquirer. 
 Discussion of the community’s 
bylaws continued. (Several items 
in the document had been 
amended or suggested for change 
during the previous Chapter meet-
ing.) 
 Talk of member retention, re-
treat planning, a proposed schol-
arship fund for inquirers wishing 
to attend MGC meetings and be-
tween-meeting communications 
among members filled some of 
“Conversations in Community” 
segments. 
 Several brothers took time out 
during the retreat to attend other 
activities underway on the shrine 
grounds. Included were a lecture 
and prayer meeting conducted by 
Steve Ray, a best-selling author, 
radio and television personality 
and Bible teacher, and a native 
American Pow-Wow. 
   in the manner of Saints Francis and Clare as they embodied the mercy 

of Jesus Christ,” remarked Br. Donald Columba, who has been in 
charge of the program for the conference, set for Nov. 11-15 in Mah-
wah, NJ. 
 Retreat participants will affirm the profession of Br. Raymond Pat-
rick McGarr, who will preside at the Eucharist during the five-day 
meeting. A service of “Prayer around the Cross” will be included, 
along with the customary daily office. 
 Members and guests will discuss the book,���������������
������
���  by Fr. John H. Hampsch, CMF. The showing of the film “�����
�����
����������������� ” also will be included in the weekend. A discus-
sion led by Br. Richard Robert Rivard will follow.   
 “Earlier in the retreat, participants will share silence. Throughout our 
time together there will be a tapestry of experiences and discussion of 
individual thoughts,” Br. Don said. 
 As always, there will be opportunities for “conversations in  commu-
nity,”  a community meeting, and flexible time for small group meet-
ings. “With eagerness, we are anticipating the presence of several 
guests whom we hope to get to know and allow them to know us.” 

 

Spring retreat-goers join in a round table discussion. Included are Br. Bill, Brenda Eckels Bur-
rows aMGC, Br. Todd Dunstan, Br. Stephen Michael, and Br. Don Columba. ����������	
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 Are you considering candidacy 
in the Mercy of God Community? 
 For those wishing to be re-
ceived in June 2010, the applica-
tion deadline will be Feb. 1, 2010. 
Meanwhile, you must begin a pe-
riod of contact (minimum of six 
months) no later than Dec.1, 
2009, and you must have attended 
at least one prior national gather-
ing.  
 For more information and an 
application form, please contact 
Br. Joseph Gerald Boney MGC at 
mgcstaten@aol.com. 
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Associate hosts 
online version  
of Daily Office 

 
  

  
Dear Brothers, Associates, and Friends: 
  
 Peace and all good! It has been a little while 
since our last  ��������  issue. Please forgive. At 
times, it is very challenging to get this publication 
out. We try our best always! 
 The community remains very busy with individ-
ual ministries and vocational outreach. We look 
forward to being together in November at our Fall 
retreat. Once again, we return to spend this time 
with our friends, the Carmelites of Mahwah, NJ. 
Brs. Donald Columba and Brian Daniel are busy 
planning and coordinating this event. Thank you 
brothers! (I am sure if anyone is interested in assist-
ing in any way, these two diligent brothers would 
welcome your help.)  
 This past spring our retreat was held at LaSalette 
Conference and Retreat Center in South Attleboro, 
MA. This location was selected so that our retired 
and beloved brother, Stephen Edward, could be 
with us. Br. Stephen, due to health and travel con-
cerns has not been able to attend many community 
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 Br. Donogh Allan has agreed to accept, and was 
voted into the position of council secretary during 
spring retreat. Br. Thomas Bonaventure has agreed to 
accept and was also voted into the position of treas-
urer. 
 The community and council would like to thank Br. 
James Bernard for also stepping forward and running 
for both of these positions. 
 Br. Donogh Allan also will continue with his voca-
tion coordinator assignment and Br. Thomas will re-
main community vicar/assistant to the community ser-
vant. 

retreats in the past few years. We were thrilled to have 
him with us. During this time we all got to view the 
actual publication of our history. Thank you Brs. Ron 
Francis, Peter Christopher, James Bernard, Max Bar-
tholomew, and others who painstakingly, yet lovingly, 
worked on this project. It is truly a work of art and in-
formation.  
 La Salette holds a very special place in the hearts of 
MGC brothers, for it was here that many of us were 
received into the community, advanced to the noviti-
ate, and/or made first profession of vows.  
 It is my hope that some of you will join us during 
our Fall retreat. We look forward to meeting our asso-
ciates and friends and perhaps, making new friends in 
this process.  Be assured of the community’s prayers 
and enjoy this edition of  �������� . Keep the faith! 
  
        In God's Mercy, 
        Br. Joe 
        
���������!�
"#��  
  

 

 Although saying the Daily Office is 
not unusual for Bill Ketcham, the associ-
ate has turned his spiritual discipline into 
a unique personal ministry. 
 Bill appears on “Youtube” reciting 
morning, evening and night prayers. With 
a growing subscriber list, he invites all 
members, associates and friends of MGC 
to join him. To access the prayers, navi-
gate to www.youtube.com and type: 
brbill@57325 in the search window. 
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Capturing the life  
of Spring Retreat 
 
It was a gathering of friends—including some old 
acquaintances not seen for a while.  

 
��	�� ���$�
 
Br. James Bernard (right) poses for a snapshot. Br. 
Thomas Bonaventure (center), who recently was 
named vicar of the community, shares insights with 
Br. William John (with back to camera) and others 
during a retreat meeting. Brenda Eckels Burrows 
(below) and her campanion were among retreat 
guests.  
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Br. Stephen Edward Burke MGC (top, left) spends 
a moment with Br. Joseph Gerald, community ser-
vant. Br. Joe (bottom, right) poses for a photo with 
Dale VanMeter aMGC (center) and his wife, Eliza-
beth. 
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odically to while away some of those lonely hours ex-
perienced by most terminally ill patients. “I did my 
best to cheer up Pat whenever I visited. But, by the 
month of August her condition deteriorated and she 

had to be hospitalized in a Chelsea facility. 
She died there in September at the age of 83 
with her only son, Robert, by her side.” 

 In the course of the past two and one-
half years of volunteer experiences with the 
hospice, he has attended the needs of some 
10 patients in various stages of terminal ill-
ness. “Some of my family and friends don't 
understand how I can continue to do this 
kind of work when they can’t envision do-
ing it themselves. I really can’t grasp it my-

self, except to conclude that anyone can attempt it 
with God by their side, and with the realization that 
you’re acting as an instrument of His peace, love and 
mercy, for suffering and dying fellow human beings,” 
he remarked. 
 “I pray daily that God will continue to grant me the 
grace of good health, as well as the courage and stam-
ina to persevere in attending to the final needs of my 
hospice patients. Won’t you join me in that prayer? 
Better still won't you consider volunteering in your 
own community?” said Brother, who is passionate 
about his vocation. Much of his time as a volunteer is 
spent visiting with people because they are lonely, ei-
ther at their homes, or in some cases, in nursing facili-
ties. He also often runs errands for them to groceries 
and drug stores. 
 Most of the cases he has seen to date have involved 
terminal cancer, one was a instance of Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, and some include serious diabetes that leads 
to losing limbs and progress to more complicated 
health conditions. 
 “It's kind of a sad situation,” he says, describing the 
companionship, “and yet, you try to bring in some 
hope where there seems to be little hope of sur-
vival...You do create a bond with them and become 
familiar with their situation. You bring some sunshine 
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 A former public school teacher in Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts for 35 years. Br. Richard Robert 
had been looking for “things to do” after retiring in 
2001. Following his mother's death, “more than 
ever, I turned to that ‘Rock of Ages,’ my faith, 
which had so sustained me throughout my life,” he 
said. And, it was in the entries of his parish's Sun-
day bulletin that he first discovered an advertise-

ment inviting volunteers to work at All Care Hos-
pice (in nearby Lynn, MA). 
 He began formation as a volunteer in April 2007 
and prepared to assume his first patient, Pat C., in 
May. She resided in her own apartment in the 
neighboring town of Winthrop at the time and had 
expressed a desire to have a volunteer visit her peri-

 
Community Spotlight 
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 The first hospice in the USA opened in 1974 and 
by 1995 there were over 2,500 hospices, according 
to the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organi-
zation (NHPCO).   
 The beginning of the modern hospice movement 
is credited to Dame Cicely Saunders of the United 
Kingdom. In the 1960s, she founded what would 
become the model for the modern hospice, St. 
Christopher's in suburban London.  Her concept of 
hospice was to combine the most modern medical 
techniques in terminal care with the spiritual com-
mitment of the medieval religious orders that had 
once created hospices as way stations for people on 
pilgrimages. (From earliest times there have been 
those who have dedicated themselves to caring for 
the sick and dying.) 
 The current hospice philosophy offers an honest, 
compassionate acceptance of the reality of dying 
and death. As experts in the care of patients and 
families at the end of life, hospices will continue to 
shape the way in which Americans view death and 
dying. Working in their communities, hospices can 
position themselves as the center for end-of-life 
issues, and serve as a resource.   
 Just as the early pioneers shaped the current 
model of hospice, so will today’s hospice team 
members shape the hospice of tomorrow, and will 
continue to influence the way Americans view 
death and dying. 

"�#�*	������*�!��
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 All Care Hospice of Lynn, MA, an incorporated 
non-profit organization, began in 1911 after a group of 
dedicated individuals recognized the need to provide 
home health care to local residents.  They became 
known as The Visiting Nurse Association (VNA). All 
Care’s continuum of quality patient care was a method 
of communication from one visiting nurse to another 
to ensure that all parties caring for patients had the ap-
propriate information.  Today, it has evolved into a 
seamless transition of care between four affiliates that 
include the VNA, home health care, an adult day care 
center, and a residential hospice facility.  
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into their lives where sometimes it can be rather 
gloomy and distressful.” 
 For inspiration, Br. Richard Robert often thinks 
of the words of Mother Teresa of Calcutta: “The 
miracle is not that we do this work, but that we are 
happy to do it.” 
 He became familiar with MGC at the Voice of 
the Faithful convention in October 2008, when Brs. 
Ron Francis and Peter Christopher staffed an ex-
hibit introducing the community. Br. Peter Christo-

pher later became his first mentor. 
 He also has a background with the Discalced Car-
melite order and a Franciscan order in New York. In 
addition to his work at the hospice, Br. Richard Robert 

is an oblate of St. Benedict, which, he notes, works 
well as a supplement to his MGC membership. He vis-
its their abbey once a month for a program and prayer.  

“The miracle is not that we do this 
work, but that we are happy to do it.” 

Origins of the Hospice Movement  
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 I started thinking theologically about people 
with disabilities after reading an article on the so-
cial construction of disability and reflecting on the 
experience of a very dear cousin whose second 
pregnancy revealed genetic abnormalities. Prejudi-
cially, her obstetric physicians began to recommend 
as early as the end of the first trimester that she 
abort the pregnancy.  

 She rejected their recommendations with ever-
increasing determination as the fetus continued to 
grow, develop organ systems, and energetically move 
about, kicking and punching all the way through birth. 
This child with disabling conditions is now 13 years 
old. While she has what the non-disabled may see as 
severe limitations and a life of suffering, Bethany has 
a loving family, an educational program that provides 
socialization and learning activities, and a faith com-

sisters, have had or are currently disabled in some 
form or other.  
 As the accompanying article by Mary Jo Iozzio re-
veals so scholarly, disabilities and those who have 
them, have no age, gender, religious, political or eco-
nomic preferences. Disabilities strike down anyone, 
anytime, or anywhere, and in whatever circumstance 
of life. They can be short�or long-term in duration. 
Disabilities have no favorites. When one is disabled. a 
person can feel different, out of the mainstream of hu-
man existence, out-of-sync with reality and with soci-
ety-at-large. What makes a big difference to the indi-
vidual with a disability is how he or she is perceived 
by family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and some-
times by fellow members of a religious community.  
 In her article, Dr. Iozzio explains how important it 
is for us, as members of society, and moreover, as 
members of a religious community, to become ever 
more attentive and sensitized to the needs and aspira-
tions of our fellow travelers on this journey of life—
especially our disabled brothers and sisters in Christ 
Jesus.  
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 “Disabilities”—what are they? 9�����
*��>���
&�"�
�����?��"�
�����@������#
�  (1984) defines 
“disability” as: 
1.  A disabled state: incapacity; 
2.  Something that disables: handicap; 
3.  A legal incapacity or disqualification. 
 I approach this subject after having recently ex-
perienced a bout with the common cold. Nothing to 
sneeze at, yet certainly not a lengthy or totally inca-
pacitating condition. On the other hand, disabilities 
can be of a physical, mental, psychological, emo-
tional, spiritual, or as Jean Vanier describes in his 
book, 	������+����#� , intellectual in nature. Dis-
abilities can also consist of a combination of the 
above elements. They are not discriminating, and 
can be inclusive, ecumenical, and non-residential— 
somewhat like the innate composition of the Mercy 
of God Community membership. And, indeed, sev-
eral of our members and associates—brothers and 
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munity of supportive prayer.  
 Not all disabilities cause the suffering many 
would associate with physical, emotional, or intel-
lectual conditions outside the range of human nor-
malcy. Although many people with disabilities ex-
perience pain as a physical feature of their dis-
abling conditions, these experiences often become 
tolerable over their life spans. But more to the 
point, people with disabilities do experience the 
suffering of stigma resulting from the intolerance of 
non-disabled people and their inability to look past 
a disability to see the inherent dignity of a human 
being present in the person before them. Much, if 
not most, of the suffering and pain experienced by 
people with disabilities is due to the isolation, 
avoidance, and otherwise marginalizing reactions 
of the non-disabled toward them. 
  This is not unlike the experiences of the people 
of color in relation to white people. In fact and very 
much the discourse of power in the groundbreaking 
work of those naming white privilege, the Disabili-
ties Studies Movement locates this suffering and 
discrimination against people with disabling condi-
tions in the narrowly-defined able-minded and able
-bodied range of normalcy (or whiteness) as im-
posed by varying philosophies and sciences. 
 I am not suggesting that God intends that some 
people will be born with disabilities or will become 
disabled during their lifetimes, or that God intends 
that other people will be born able-bodied and not 
become disabled during their lifetimes. Those in-
tentions deviate markedly from what we know 
about the God of Creating-Redeeming-Sanctifying 
love. 
 People with disabilities, just as those without, 
possess inherent dignity and value as persons first 
and always, not as this or that disability or ability, 
in the same way that other marginalized groups 
(women and people of color) are now protected 
against discrimination by law and presumably have 
been welcomed and celebrated as extraordinary 
possibilities of God's human image and likeness 
writ broad. 
 How then should we evaluate the suffering that 
people with disabilities experience at the hands of 
the non-disabled? Following the insights of Doro-

 thy Noelle on suffering, I name this oppressed suf-
fering as an affliction imposed on a fairly-large mi-
nority of persons by the non-disabled. This suffering 
affliction needs immediate redress. Can anyone still 
afford moral indifference toward people with dis-
abilities (and think for a moment of the compound 
difficulties that a person of color with disabilities 
experiences with the indifference of the white and 
able-bodied)? 
 Either through accident, sickness, or age, most of 
us will become disabled before we die. Aside from 
this likelihood, however, what does the failure of the 
non-disabled to attend to the needs of people with 
disabilities indicate about the inherent value of peo-
ple—with or without disabilities? Any indifference 
on the part of the non-disabled can only be inter-
preted today as indicative of apathy, a condition at 
odds with the God of pathos and love. 
 Fully preset at the beginning, now, and into the 
future, God initiates, identifies with, and sustains the 
cosmos of which humanity in all its diversity is but 
one part. And, as beings who reflect this God in im-
age and likeness, the only value that matters when it 
comes to being human is that every one of us bears 
neither more nor less the dignity of this self-
disclosing and personal God. If not an outright de-
nial of their dignity, indifference toward people with 
disabilities, people of color, women, and/or LGBT 
folks, is a failure to appreciate the fecund asymmetry 
of God’s creative expression in human terms. This 
failure will be judged as critically as the failure to 
care for those who are poor and otherwise vulner-
able. Moreover, in God’s identification with the cos-
mos, even this socially-constructed marginalized 
asymmetry expressed by people with disabilities is 
reconciled and reconciling in Jesus’ resurrected 
body. 
 What are we to make of a God who is disabled? 
God delights in the costly abling and disabling un-
folding of creation in time. God identifies with this 
creation in the person of Jesus who suffers the vicis-
situdes of the human condition and the indignity of 
stigma and denial and is raised from death now to 
love with a glorified and disabled body. God re-
mains present to the cosmos thereafter in total and 
personal solidarity and as comforter in our lives:  
sorrowing with the sorrowful, rejoicing with the joy-
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ful, grieving with the abject, celebrating with the 
welcomed, and loving with fiery love all that is. 
Finally, God is faithful. And what are we to make 
of my cousin Bethany? Minimally, we must reject 
all stigmatizing objectification, condescension, and 
marginalization. Maximally, we must recognize 
that Bethany has received as much of the breath of 
God’s creative fecundity as her non-disabled sister, 
mother, father and I, and that her dignity rests in 
that inspirited breath. Moreover, we can be certain 

that God is with her in ways that she keeps secret—but 
ways kept nonetheless. Surely then, God delights in 
Bethany even as she is an expression of the costly and 
disabling unfolding of creation in time. Are we called 
to do anything less? 
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Members welcome to join RBC 
�
� The Religious (RBC) is the organization that 
gives visibility to the special charism of the voca-
tion of brothers and invites all brothers and others 
of the church community to proclaim the role and 
ministry of the religious brotherhood in today's 
world.  
 A service organization in the Catholic Church, 
the mission of the RBC is to promote an awareness 
of and the calling of brothers in the church and so-
ciety. All brothers are encouraged to live the gospel 
message in a prophetic way, respecting particular  
charisms and traditions.  Members of MGC, regard-
less of denomination, are welcome to join.  For fur-
ther information about this organization, go to: 
www.brothersonline.org. 

Above: Br. Richard Robert (left) meets with mentor Br. Todd Dunstan. Below:  MGC members sit in a circle during a presentation at this year’s 
Spring Retreat. �����������	
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3-5 p.m.    Arrival 
6-7 p.m.    Dinner 
7-8 p.m.    Welcome/Review of Agenda 
8-9 p.m.    Evening Praise/Service of Welcome 
9-10 p.m.    Social 
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8-9 a.m.    Breakfast 
9-9:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
9:45-11:30 a.m.     “An Experience of Mercy” –  
                                     Led by Br. Donald Columba 
11:30-12 p.m.  Mid-Day Prayer 
12 p.m.-1 p.m.  Lunch 
1-4 p.m.    Flexible Time for Small Group   
      Meetings (mentors/mentorees, wor- 
      ship planners,  prayer book, etc.) 
4-6 p.m.    Free Time 
6-7 p.m.    Dinner 
7-8:30 p.m.   Prayer around the Cross 
8:45-10 p.m.   Social 
�
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8-9 a.m.    Breakfast 
9-9:30 a.m.   Morning Prayer/Invitation into  
      Silence 
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Structured Silence 
12-1 p.m.    Lunch 
1:00-1:30 p.m.  Mid-Day Prayer 
1:30-3:30 p.m.  Community Meeting 
3:30-6:30 p.m.  Free Time  
6:30-7:30 p.m.  Dinner 
8-9 p.m.    Liturgy of  Profession 
9-10 p.m.    Social 
�

��
�����0���
#��>�

 
8-9 a.m.      Breakfast 
9 a.m.      Morning Prayer/Reading of MGC Rule 
10-11:30 a.m.    Book discussion:  ��������������
�������
������������������������������--� Led by Br. Ron Francis 
11:30-12 noon Mid-Day Prayer 
1-4 p.m.             Film:  $����������
���������!������8   
                          with discussion -- Led by Br. Richard  
                          Robert 
4-6 p.m.             Free Time 
6-7 p.m.             Dinner 
7:30-8:30 p.m.   Liturgy/ Commissioning Service  --  
                           Led by Br. Brian Daniel 
 
������0���
#��?�

 
Breakfast and closing liturgy; departure 

Fall Conference Schedule 
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 This past June I traveled to Italy as part of a 
group from Cumberland County College, the local 
institution of higher education. I was delighted to 
see that one of the destinations was Assisi. I had 
read about the lives of St. Francis and St. Clare and 
often tried to imagined what the many place names 
would look like. San Damiano, Portiuncula, and 
Mount Subasio seemed like places of deep mystical 
spirituality. This visit was going to be a pilgrimage! 
 I was more than a little annoyed that our tour 
guide, Stefeno, dismissed Assisi as “merely” a reli-
gious site, and detoured the group to a stately me-
dieval hill town celebrated for its many towers at an 
additional cost of several euros. Our tour of Assisi 
was reduced to three afternoon hours. Nevertheless, 
the tour did not disappoint. As the bus began to as-
cend the steep, winding road, I caught a glimpse of 
a huge, magnificent, fortress-like 
church which seemed to grow out 
of the rock of the mountain.  
 We were greeted by a lovely, 
enthusiastic lady tour guide in the 
large square in front of the 
Church of St. Clare. Nearby, two 
young Franciscan monks enter-
tained a lively group of children. 
After introductions, our tour 
members were lead into the Church of St. Clare, a 
building of classical yet simple proportions. The 
body of St. Clare was displayed in a glass case in 
the crypt under the church. I’m not one for relics, 
but the state of Clare’s preservation was truly im-
pressive.  
 After walking a mile or so we arrived at the 
Church of St. Francis. The building is actually a 
newer church built over the original structure. It 
was the ceiling of the newer church that collapsed 
on four persons during an earthquake in the 1990's. 
The upper church is Gothic in style while the origi-
nal memorial church is Romanesque with its lower 
ceilings and smaller windows. We descended into 
the darkened lower church and were ushered to the 

tomb of the saint himself. I thanked God for the privi-
lege.  More wonders were coming, however. 
 Next, we were taken to a side chapel where there 
was a large San Damiano cross hanging at the entrance 
to the choir. Here our guide whispered, “This is the 
cross that spoke to Saint Francis at the Church of San 
Damiano, the very one.” I was stunned! I could hardly 
believe that I was gazing at the very same object that 
set St. Francis’ mission and movement into motion. I 
thanked God for the blessing. 

 

I could hardly believe that I was gazing 
at the very same object that set St. 
Francis’ mission and movement into 
motion. I thanked God for the blessing. 

 

  

 On the way out of the lower church, we were di-
rected to the ceilings to view paintings by Giotto and 
other artists. Again, I was amazed by the dimensional 
clarity of the figures, and the brilliance of the indigo 
blue sky in several of Giotto’s ceiling panels. The 
paintings were so fresh that they appeared to have 
been painted yesterday. Another blessing! 
 To say I enjoyed my trip to Assisi is an understate-
ment. I was enthralled!  When one considers how well 
the objects and places connected with Saints Clare and 
Francis are preserved, it is evident that they were 
greatly revered and loved by their followers. It was out 
of love that their bodies were entombed by their broth-
ers and sisters as soon as they died in order to prevent 
their being cut into little pieces and sold as relics. 
(This was common practice for the time, and pieces of 
saints were worth a great deal of money.) The three 
hours I spend in Assisi were a blessing I will cherish 
for the rest of my life. This was truly a pilgrimage of 
deep spiritual significance.  
 
 

8��	�	� 	���	��������	��
��"�#�"	���
"��"�#�<	��	���-�������  
������#����
��
���#��
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"�#�-��� ��������� escorted a group of nursing stu-
dents on a medical mission to the Dominican Republic 
in June. This mission was sponsored by the Founda-

tion for Peace and allowed for nurs-
ing students and faculty to provide 
free medical clinics and screenings 
for the people in rural areas of the 
Dominican Republic. The trip lasted 
six days with over 3,000 Dominican 
men, women and children being 
seen and examined. The students 
and faculty also secured medical 
supplies and pharmaceuticals, before 
their departure to carry with them to 
the Dominican Republic. Medicines 
such as antiparasitics, analgesics, 
vitamins, and antibiotics were dis-
pensed. 
 
Accommodations were very basic-- 
dorm-like sleeping arrangements, 
shared baths/showers with only cold 
running (non potable) water, toilets 
that could not accommodate toilet 
tissue and intermittent electricity.  
  

Safety was an ever-present concern, as armed security 
guards accompanied students and faculty at all times 
and in all locations.  
 
This opportunity provided students with a global ex-
perience in a different cultural environment, in which 
to address basic human needs and health care dispari-
ties. I am very grateful to have participated in this ex-
perience.   
. 
�
� ����*�!	 , formerly Br. Stephen Michael, has 
withdrawn from the formation program. Steve contin-
ues to discern his sense of call and vocation and re-
mains in contact with MGC leadership. Our prayers 
and thoughts are with Stephen. God Bless! 
  

���!����	 ������
"�#�1������8���� , ��
����
��#
��#���"��#������
���
���#��
�� who recently retired from librarian 
duties at Bishop Kearney High School in Roches-
ter, NY, has been celebrating his 
love of the stage by starring in a lo-
cal civic theatre production. He 
plays the role of Andy in A. R. Gur-
ney’s “Love Letters,” on Nov. 27 
and 28th.  
 
The play tells the story of Andrew 
Makepeace Ladd and Melissa Gard-
ner, whose poignantly funny friend-
ship and ill-fated romance takes 
them from second grade through 
adolescence, maturity, and into mid-
dle age. The play, which co-stars 
Diane Chevron, chronicles the rela-
tionship between Andy and Melissa 
solely through their correspondence.  
 
“A smash hit both off and on Broad-
way, Love Letters captures Andy 
and Melissa with a precision of de-
tail and depth of feeling only Gurney can com-
mand,” Br. Donogh remarked. “Love Letters is 
funny, compelling, sad, poignant, and will prove to 
be an exhilarating and touching night of theatre that 
will stay in the memory long after the performance 
ends.”  
�

"�#��������"���
��
��� , ��
��
�#��
�
 , of 
Amarillo, TX, also has retired from his position of 
air traffic controller. He continues his vocation a 
member of the ordained clergy, and often is called 
upon to officiate at commitment ceremonies for 
same-sex couples.  

 
"�#�*���������
�	�2���� , who now lives in 
Exmore, VA, has a new email address, raylen-
mac@yahoo.com. 
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8����	�
��)��������

 %��%"(*�

�

�>   Br. Thomas Bonaventure Devlin MGC 

�>   John Peter Slauson aMGC 

�'   Francis M. Fontenot aMGC 

�&   Judith M. Taylor aMGC 

�4   Thomas L. Fleury aMGC 

�6   Phillip B. Lindley aMGC 

�4   Sheila R. Riddle aMGC 

�

 �%,(�"(*�

   

  ?  Mark Pae aMGC 

  '   David P. McCall aMGC 

  5  Richard Wilde aMGC 

 �4  Br. Donogh Allan Cuseo MGC 

@�  ��"	�
�����A�

�

�6   Stephen Brewer aMGC 

�=   Carol Bolstad aMGC 

�>   David John Popovits aMGC 
 

 1(�(�"(*�

��

����� Geoff Goucher aMGC  
��&� Br. Raymond Patrick McGarr MGC 

�=   Maria-Carol Guthmiller aMGC 

�>   Ron Falkenstein aMGC 

�>   Joseph A. Johnson aMGC 

�?   Roger Alling aMGC 

�&   Br. Donald Columba Steele MGC 

�=�� Tony Cable aMGC 

�'   Joseph John Jurgensen aMGC 
  

"�#�<	��	���-��� , ��
�#�����#�������
���#��
 , 
who has been spending some time this summer and 
fall traveling (see related story about Assisi), vis-
ited with ���������������� , in Burlington, Vt., 
in August, and 1�
	��1��
������� , for two days 
in Westport, NY.  “I've also had significant com-
munication with 8����	�
���*����*���	��0����	�+

	���<	��	���0������	����//��0�����*�!��
�
1��� ,” Br. Bill says. 
 
 
We welcome back to the community 1����,���
��
��0��� former MGC member, as an associate. 
 
�
�
�
� ����"�����  ���� , another former member, 
writes: “I am serving as interim pastor at a Presby-
terian Church in Hollister (CA) -- a town about 45 
miles from our home. So I am close enough to 
commute. I enjoy interim work; the tasks are clear, 
which I like, and the short-term element of each 

call is also appealing to me. I like to move on to new 
things and new challenges. Even though the tasks re-
main the same, every church is different, so the proc-
ess of moving through the tasks feels different; the 
challenges are new because the people are not the 
same as in the previous church.  
 
“Every day I am grateful for being employed. The 
three and one-half months I was out of work were dev-
astatingly difficult for me emotionally. I will never 
take employment for granted again, and I will forever 
have greater compassion for those who are not able to 
find work. The church I am serving now is quite con-
servative. I was amazed that they hired me because I 
was very frank about my beliefs during the interview 
process. I am learning about being more open and ac-
cepting of those whose beliefs are different from my 
own. I have been at this church for about five months, 
and expect to finish my work here after perhaps one 
more year. Then maybe one more call as interim and 
then retirement, if we can manage it financially.” 
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Regards!  
�������!��
�����9���� �
�;����������
	����

"�#�"�#���:�"��
������������

 ���������A����
�

�

 They may have left membership for the associ-
ate ranks, but they’re with us still, and both recently 
sent greetings to the MGC community.  
� 1�
	��1��
�� , whom many of  us remember as 
a member for several years, as well as former com-
munity servant, has moved from the southern end 
of the country to the north—that is, from Sarasota, 
FL to Westport, NY.  
 It’s not that he was trying to get closer to his na-
tive Canada. 
 “I was completely out of money and a very kind 
person and his wife who were winter residents of 
Sarasota picked me out of the gutter which I was 
about to be living in, brought me up here and really 
just kind of saved my life,” said David, who had 
fallen onto some hard times.  
 He had worked at an Episcopal parish in Sara-
sota in a job he describes as “triage,” where needy 
people would come in for help and he would deter-
mine the best direction for them—maybe speaking 
with clergy or being referred to a mental health or-
ganization. “The bulk of my work there was deal-
ing with death and dying. This was Florida and the 
median age in the congregation was 65.” In the 
time he was there, David said he was probably in-
volved with about 400 funerals. 
 “I ended up leaving because my mental and 
physical health were just ruined. I never got the 
help I needed and doing it all on my own for nine 
years just took its toll.” 
 He know nothing about the area he to which he 
was moving—other than knowing the two good 
friends who lived there and offered to rent a house 
for him.  “I sold everything I had, loaded my little 
girl (his dog, Dana) into the car and up we drove.” 
 He described Westport as a small town with a 
population of about 1,200 in the Adirondack Moun-

tains on Lake Champlain (in the northeast corner of 
New York state). 
 “It’s devastatingly beautiful, but we have to drive 
about 10 miles to get gas and go to the drugstore.” 
Apart from a few other businesses, some bed and 
breakfasts and a library, that’s it.” 
 David has taken early retirement, although he has 
stayed quite busy. The main part of his time is spent as 
a volunteer for “High Peaks,” a local hospice. While 
he visits patients in homes and hospitals, sends sympa-
thy cards and other tasks associated with the facility, 
“my main thrust is singing in the (hospice) choir 
which began about six months ago. I used to be a lyric 
baritone, but now I’m a bass. 
 “I had looked at some other things (possibly serv-
ing on the library board), but this is a better fit for me. 
I much prefer doing something ‘hands-on.’ 
 “Hospice is such a wonderful thing; it gives people 
who are dying such dignity—not just to die in a hospi-
tal situation.” 
 Tragically, one of his two Westport friends sud-
denly died and he has found himself providing pas-
toral care for the other so, it has been a frantic month, 
he said. 
 In addition to the hospice work, David has been 
busy moving to another house, which his friends pur-
chased for him. It has been stressful getting the house 
ready, but just about everything is finished, he said. “I 
have a few more things to acquire. I’m looking for-
ward to living here for the rest of my life.”  
 
 David says he has fond memories of MGC. “Just 
say hello to everyone and to everyone all the luck in 
the world...Have steadfast faith.” 
 As for Dana, a Basenji—“the barkless dog from 
Africa”— she is the third rescue dog of the same breed 
David has had. 
          
  
 And speaking of dogs, they bring back fond memo-
ries of a special way I remember �
� ����"����� , a 

���
	��������������'�
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��)����
�!��2�� � ���
	����������������?�

fellow candidate and former MGC spiritual direc-
tor. 
 Then Br. Stephen Nicolas wrote a wonderful, 
introspective story for  ��������� about sharing 
quality time with his dog, “Rosie.” Stephen and his 
wife, Chrissi, now reside in Santa Cruz, CA (after 
Texas and Wyoming). 
 When I contacted him recently, out of curiosity I 
asked him about Rosie. 
 “Yes,” he said. “Rosie is still with us. It's a cold, 
rainy day today, so Rosie is asleep next to the fur-
nace. Every morning Rosie, Duke (our other dog) 
and I go for a little hike around a pond not too far 
from where we live. Seeing the dogs run and sniff 
and play is always a great source of joy for me, as it 
obviously is for them. Rosie is a groaner. She 
groans when she lies down; she groans when you 
pet her; she groans when she stretches. And she 
‘roos,’ as we call it; a kind of howl with an �����  
sound. This happens only when she is very excited 
—when I come home, or when we are about to go 
on a walk. And she is a snuggler. She likes to sleep 
under the covers of my bed, and will often jump up 
on my chair just to give me kisses on the face. 
When she especially wants love, she will jump up 
on my lap and nudge my face with her head.  
 “Dogs are such a lovely source of unconditional 
love. I wonder how anyone can survive without 
them. 
 “My love to you and all my other brothers in 
MGC. I think of you often, continue to pray for the 
community and continue my spiritual journey 
knowing you all are with me in spirit.” 
 
 
  
 As always, I appreciate all the contributions to 
 �������� , and in particular, want to thank "�#�
*	������*�!��
� who provided me with several 
stories, including those about his own experience 
with hospice work. 
 I also join with Br. Joe in wishing much success 

to �
�
��*�!	0� as he continues his spiritual journey. I 
will remember the pleasant times we spent chatting on 
the porch at the Mahwah retreat house. 

Sojourners magazine 
mobilizes for the poor 
 
 After months of preparation by the entire !�B��
�-
�
�� staff, nearly 1,200 supporters converged on Wash-
ington, D.C., for a historic four-day Mobilization to 
End Poverty. 
  The April event incorporated worship, prayer, 
learning, and advocacy to provide a holistic base for 
our call to end poverty.  Attendees representing 24 de-
nominations and ranging in age from 10 to 70-
something came from 44 states and six countries  to 
unite as the body of Christ and enhance their advocacy 
skills. 
 We were inspired by 60 renowned speakers, includ-
ing Representatives Rosa DeLauro and John Lewis, 
Angela Glover Blackwell, and Brian McLaren. Presi-
dent Obama sent a personal video greeting in which he 
thanked Mobilization attendees for their work with the 
poor.   
 “My administration is working to match your ser-
vice with a commitment of our own that the 'least of 
these' will not be forgotten,”  President Obama said.  
The president also sent three high-level administration 
members to answer audience questions. 
 The Mobilization brought together not only diverse 
individuals but also diverse groups, with sponsors in-
cluding World Vision, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, ONE, Oxfam, Wesley Theological Semi-
nary, Convoy of Hope, National Ministries, American 
Baptist Churches USA, and 41 other outreach  partner 
organizations. 
  �
(�	
��)����
�$�������!�
����
	�����  �������	��
Gratitude0���������

��������������������	���������
Sojourners�����/	���9��������664;#�����	�����
��
��
	����	�� Sojourners#�
 
 
�
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%7*��*8B(*��@8,(�"((��*(C7(��(1�      

  

.���*8.�(�8�1��@8�D��.,.����%��%1�###  for the divine gifts of life, love, mercy, and eternal salvation; the universal 
call to holiness; the wonders of creation; the patronage and inspiration of St. Francis and St. Clare; the joy of being in the MGC fam-
ily; the perseverance of our professed members and prospective members in formation; the inquirers who are discerning vocations to 
religious life, particularly with MGC; the spiritual and material support of our members, associates, families, friends, and benefac-
tors; enactment of the Matthew Shepard/ James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crime Prevention Act, signed by President Obama on Oct. 28; the 
recently-announced scientific progress that may lead to an anti-AIDS vaccine; the healing of Raymond Boswell from serious illness; 
the appointments of (Roman Catholic) Fr. Joseph M. Siegel as auxiliary bishop of Joliet IL [October 30], Fr. Paul D. Etienne as 
bishop of Cheyenne WY [October 23], Msgr. Paul D. Sirba as Bishop of Duluth MN; Fr. Fernando Isern as Bishop of Pueblo CO, 
and Msgr. Robert C. Evans as Auxiliary Bishop of Providence RI [October 16], and Msgr. Bernard A. Hebda as bishop of Gaylord 
MI [October 9]; the many blessings bestowed on MGC and on each of us as individuals; for all prayers answered, and that in all 
things God may be glorified and praised!  

 �%*�<%*E1��(8�(� ... for the withdrawal of the accelerating Israeli offensive, an end of the conflict between the Hamas 
and Fatah factions in the Gaza Strip, and the attacks against Israel; that there be a process to establish a homeland for Palestine, and 
for an offset of the rapid decrease of the Christian population in the Holy Land (from more than half a million in 2003 to less than 
20,000 now), causing concern for the future survival of the Church in the war-torn Middle East region*; that terrorist attacks in India 
cease; for rational resolutions of the wars in Iraq** and Afghanistan***; an end to the worsening situation of genocide in Darfur; that 
there be peace and stability in Pakistan; that hostilities between Russia and Georgia be permanently ended; for peace throughout 
the world; divine protection of our military men and women as they risk their lives and perform selfless acts in the pursuit of peace, 
and for their loved ones who sacrifice and suffer losses; the hundreds of innocent people injured in terrorist attacks; for a radical 
change in U.S. foreign policy, especially in Latin America; that all efforts to end  terrorism be sustained, and that peace be pur-
sued by prayer and diplomatic means.  

  

�%�(�$  * Christian leaders and congregants of the Catholic, Evangelical, Orthodox, Protestant and African American church tradi-
tions in the USA, as Churches for �	�����(��
  Peace, have joined together to declare their support for robust U.S. peacemaking 
efforts and to call for meaningful progress to achieve a just and lasting two-state peace in that region. For further information and to 
add your name to a letter to President Obama, please click: http://www.cmep.org/boldaction. [submitted by Br. Richard Robert 
MGC]. 
  

 ** March 19, 2009, was the 6th anniversary of the invasion of .��F . It was a day of mourning, repentance, and action.  The war and 
the occupation go on, soldiers and civilians are still dying [see latest numbers under   for those who have died  below], and Iraq 
still waits to rebuild in earnest. [For further information go to �#,�
�
����  at www.paxchristiusa.org .] 

 *** The war in 8�����	�
��  has dragged on for more than seven years and, by all accounts, is getting worse. Increased funding for 
diplomacy and development, not for more military escalation, will bring long-term peace to that troubled region. [For more informa-
tion go to !�B��
��
�  at www.sojo.net] 

  

�%*���(�.8E�.��(��.%���###  that our political leaders and expert economists will resolve the country’s financial crisis; for 
aggressive research to discover the cause(s) and hopefully a cure for autism; the 1,100+ killed, and many others injured and dis-
placed by the powerful earthquake in Indonesia on October 1, for the success of MGC Fall Conference ‘09, to be held on Nov. 11 to 
15, 2009 [see below], and that the community’s ad in the September 18 Vocations issue of the >#����#��
#�������&���
��
�
(NCR) will generate a large number of qualified inquiries. 

  

�%*��@%�(�<@%�*(�(��EB�1.(1�###� Hortense Aubuchon, Robert F. Doorley, Rev. Kenneth D. Erickson, Robert L. 
Lariviere, Hon. Robert J. McOsker, and Marine Capt. Kyle VanDeGiesen (killed in Afghanistan) [October 30]; Gertrud Gän-
swein, Sylvia A. Maddalina, Vera Nakowicz, and Louise C. Suriani [October 23], David Aguiar, Fr. Daniel Gilmartin, Robert E. 
Hall Jr., Sr. Murielle Valois OMMI, and Julian A. Zienowicz [October 16]; deceased members of religious communities, all who 
have been killed in current wars (Iraq: 4,341 military and 93,635 civiians; Afghanistan and elsewhere: 887 total), and all the faithful 
departed and their mourning families and friends. 

����������� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � %�
�!���=60��664 �
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�%*��@%�(�<.�@�@(8E�@��%��(*���###  all infected/affected by HIV/AIDS and the imminent H1N1 virus epidemic; Peter 
Arthur, recovering from heart surgery; Daniel Ashlock; Pope Benedict XVI, continued healing of his fractured elbow; Gerald J. Bee 
(formerly Br. Gerald Joseph MGC); Omer Benoit; William Boyd; E. Marie and Jean Burgess; Br. Stephen Edward Burke 
MGC; Julius Carneiro; all children with autism; Phyllis Cicchetti; Collette and Stephen Couture; Br. Gerardo DeFillippes OAR; Jim 
Dufault; Jim Finn; Louis Gencarella; Mercedes Jacobo; Susan Jencks; Fr. Michael Kearney; Vivian Kelly (aunt of Br. James Bernard 
MGC); Jim Kenney; Carolyn King; Edward J. LeBlanc aMGC; Florence Marshall (mother of Br. Peter Christopher MGC); Sr. Alice 
McGinn MM; Bill McKenna; Travis Mizerny (grandson of  Maria-Carol Ritter-Guthmiller aMGC); Stephen Michael Rabi ; Br. Max 
Bartholomew Scott MGC; Ann P. Senerchia; Fr. Alexander Bernard Sinclair III; Claire M. Smith, (sister), Normand B. Crepeau 
(brother), and George A. and Lorraine Crepeau (cousins) of Br. Ron Francis MGC, and for himself; Fr Paul Soper (facing serious 
neurological issues and for discernment during times of trial); Br. Donald Columba Steele MGC; Blanche and Richard Suther-
land; Steven Valdez; Philip A. Vose; David Weinburgh, and all other MGC members, associates, relatives, friends, and benefactors 
who are suffering from various illnesses and conditions. 

  

�%*��%1G��E%,(�8�1��(*�B�###  Daniel M. Azzarone, dismissed from Catholic priesthood; Pierre Chabot, awaiting prosecu-
tion in criminal matters; Sr. M. Jude Chamberlain OP, changes in school schedule; all children; church and civic leaders deal-
ing with homosexuality; members of the Community of Solitude; Br. Ron Francis MGC, special intentions; federal and state courts/ 
lawmakers that they resolve the civil rights issues regarding marriage; all persons who are homeless; Jason (last name withheld), 
discernment of vocation and acceptance of his application for postulancy in the Holy Name Province, Order of Friars Minor 
(OFM); Br. James Bernard Kelly MGC, personal intentions; Edward J. LeBlanc aMGC, special intention; Sarah Marquis, incarcer-
ated for vehicular homicide; Fr. Tyrone Monroe aMGC (formerly Br. Joseph Cupertino MGC), discernment of an important deci-
sion; people who are poor; prisoners held captive by humans and systems; Rose Rolling aMGC, that she may resolve marital issues 
and be relieved of post traumatic stress disorder symptoms; Fr. Alexander B. Sinclair III, retired after 52 years in priestly service 
and for continuing good health as he ministers as a part-time chaplain at Whiteman AFB in Missouri; Fr. Paul Soper, who continues 
faithfully in ministry and discerns his path at his new parish, St. Albert the Great, Weymouth MA, despite his Parkinson s disease 
and amid the changes in the Archdiocese of Boston; Br. William John Speer MGC, travel mercies as he visits France until October 
2, and his son David Speer, that he make life choices that will help him realize his fullest potential; the Trappist Community of As-
sumption Abbey, Ava MO, Vocations; the ministries of MGC members and associates, and those of all others serving Jesus Christ; 
the sanctification of all priests, clergy, and religious, especially those who are challenged by sexual and other personal issues; the 
children in Ireland who were abused by the Sisters of Mercy and Christian Brothers from 1910-1990, and healing for those who are 
still alive, and all other victims, survivors, and their families and supporters, as well as the perpetrators of sexual abuse and church 
leaders who have denied and covered-up these atrocities, and that everyone take greater care to safeguard minors from further 
abuse; all victims of violence; that we all be granted the graces of repentance for our sins, humility of heart and soul, simplicity of 
mind, and righteousness in the sight of God, and for all  persons who are in need and do not have anyone else to pray for them.  

  

�%�".�(1�*(C7(����###  From Shweta K. in India: healing of hyperacidity, hypertension, and severe headaches, and that she 
find a good groom. From anonymous in Hong Kong, China: For his family’s spiritual growth; improvement of their employment 
situation and safety in their workplaces; that a financial injustice against his mother be rectified now that one of the perpetrators has 
been arrested and the investigation continues; in thanksgiving for his new psychological medications and that he not suffer side ef-
fects; that his mental health be restored; that he be cured of obsessive thoughts and  self-destructive actions; that he and his mother 
can use their spare time during the holidays to distribute and study Bible materials; that his parents will improve their relationship 
and not become divorced; that God will forgive him and not punish him for his past sins;; that he develop his relationship with his 
new Christian wife; that his brother be cured of substance abuse and gambling addiction, and that his nephew be spared from dan-
ger. From Quincy Jones L. Ondona: For improved relationships with the Lord, his family, and fellow seminarians; for his mother and 
himself who are ill, and that his sister be accepted to the teaching team of the local school district.  

  
We welcome your prayer intentions. Please submit them to mgcprayers@gmail.com before Thursday at 5 pm to ensure publication 
the next day. If you don’t have e-mail, please call me at (508) 639-9287 and leave a voice mail message, providing the full name of 
the person for whom we are asked to pray, and specifying the proper category, and leave your own telephone number so I can call 
you to clarify and confirm your request.  A new list is sent by e-mail to MGC members and the MGC Yahoo! Group every Friday 
and an update is posted on the first Friday of the month on the MGC website. On request, we send hard copies of these lists by USPS 
to members and associates who do not have computer access.   

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ++"�#�*��������	�����  
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Br. Donogh Allan Cuseo MGC  
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228 South Fitzhugh Street 
Rochester, NY 14608-2269��
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MGC  ��������  is always interested in comments and suggestions about its contents, and our religious min-
istry as well.  While we have a lot of information about our group on our web site, www.mgc.org, and have 
an online community, we also are open to customary mail correspondence. Please let us know what you 
think!  

�
�

������
���!��
� Footsteps 
Br. Max Bartholomew MGC, editor, 4021 N. New Jersey St. Indianapolis, IN 46205, MGC Foot-
steps@netzero.com. 

�
�
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��
MGC maintains a list server where persons may join in discussion. To log on: 
http://yahoo.com/group/MercyofGodCommunity. To join, send a message to: MercyofGodCommunity-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. To post a message or ask a question:  MercyofGodCommunity@yahoogroups.com. 
Comments or problems: Br. Thomas Bonaventure MGC, webmaster, MercyofGodCommunity-
owner@yahoogroups.com. 
 

����<��
�
���
���	��
�����   

  

�� I would like to be contacted by phone ___or e-mail ___regarding candidacy and formation ___and the associate’s program___. 

�� I am interested in becoming a friend of the community by supporting its ministry financially. 

�� I would like to receive a one-year complimentary subscription to your newsletter. 

�� I already receive the newsletter, but need to send a change of address. (Please indicate changes on reverse side.) 

�� I would like to visit a national gathering of the community. 

 

 

Name:_____________________________________  

Phone: (___) ___-____ Best time to call ______________________ 

Address: ___________________________________:  

City: ___________________________ State: _____ Zip: ________ 

E-Mail Address: _________________________________  

 

 

 

�

 
MGC also welcomes your participation in a variety of other ways. We will be happy to send you additional 
vocational information, or discuss our Community with you by phone. Please clip and fill out this form: 
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Br. Joseph Gerald Boney, �
��������#���
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�����!�
"#��  
Br. Thomas Bonaventure Devlin, ;��#
�#����
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�
�
  
Br. Donogh Allan Cuseo��!��
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����;��#������
Br. William John Speer, 
��
���#��
����������#����
Br. Max Bartholomew Scott��A����
���� ���������
 
Br. Brian Daniel Ammons, Br. Stephen Edward 
Burke, Br. Ronald Francis Crepeau-Cross, Br. 
James Bernard Kelly,  Br. Todd Dunstan Garvin, 
Br. Peter Christopher Marshall,  and Br. Stephen 
Luke Young 
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Br. Raymond Patrick McGarr, Br. Richard Robert 
Rivard 
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mgcfootsteps@netzero.com 
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 ��������  is a publication 
of the Mercy of God Com-
munity, an inclusive, ecu-
menical religious order. 
Written contributions, pho-
tos and address changes 
should be submitted by e-
mail to 
�+���������C���2�
�������
or by regular mail to the 
editor, Br. Max Bartholo-
mew MGC, 4021 N. New 
Jersey St., Indianapolis, IN 
46205-2606. All other in-
quiries about MGC should 
be directed to: Mercy of 
God Community, 228 
South Fitzhugh Street, 
Rochester NY 14608-2269.��
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Both events will be conducted 
at Carmel Retreat Center,  

Mahwah, NJ. 
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